Dear parents,

Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year.                                                                                                         It is with a great enthusiasm that the staff and I start this new year and we hope to bring to your children a great year of learning.

Shalom School sets as its goals to provide an enriching multi-sensory Jewish experience for its children, a learning that is relevant, creative and fun. Our programs are geared to reach the interests of children of all ages through text, music, art, dance, history and Mitzvah projects. It is our belief that children learn best through doing and experiencing hands-on activities. 

Every Sunday and Wednesday (for students in 3rd grade and above) students grades 1st - 6th will participate in a short service before joining their classroom.

For our little ones, this year we have combined our pre Kindergarten class with the Kindergarten class.  Kabbalat Shabbat, Jewish holidays and Bible stories will be the focus of their Sunday morning.

Our older group, 7-9th graders, will join a program that alternates study with social events – a core motivator for this age group. This group will come one Sunday a month at Mickve Israel and will meet one Sunday a month for a special event that always includes an educational component.

To offer the children an opportunity to demonstrate their progress, Shalom School students are required to participate in services held at Mickve Israel and Agudath Achim. Please ensure that the entire family: siblings, parents and grand-parents attend, to show our children how proud we are of their accomplishments. 


A commitment from the parents in regards to regular attendance and punctuality is essential to the success of our school. Our teachers are all extremely dedicated and creative in their programming, but they’ll need your collaboration in those two matters to help them achieve the goals they’ve set for their classes.     

          More new ideas and programming are on the way for this exciting new year, which starts Sunday, August 21. Please read carefully through the attached handbook before completing your child’s application and do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have.

Wishing us all a successful and fun school year!                                                                  Shalom









                   Eva Locker,
                                                                                                                                                               Shalom School Principal

Contact : (912)224-4617 or Theshalomschool@gmail.com

Dear Shalom School Parents,

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your children to the 2011-2012 Shalom School year.  I know I speak for all of the Shalom School board and staff in saying that we are very excited about our programs for the upcoming year.  

We are planning many great activities for your children that are not only educational but also fun.  We strive to make learning about Jewish history, culture, liturgy, and Hebrew meaningful and interesting for our students. 

It is our hope that you will attend Shalom School programs and services and even be a frequent visitor to our classrooms.   We welcome your ideas and involvement, which will greatly add to the success of our school.  Please also help us to provide the best learning environment for your children by making sure they attend Shalom School regularly and come to class on time.  

I welcome the opportunity to work with not only our wonderful staff, students, and board but also with you.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns or comments.  I thank you in advance for your support and look forward to working to help make the coming school year a rewarding one for your children.

Sincerely,

Jeff Neil
Shalom School Board President 
Shalom School is a supplementary religious school jointly sponsored by Congregations Agudath Achim and Mickve Israel.   The purpose of Shalom School is to provide a comprehensive Jewish education for children from pre-kindergarten through high school.  Programs are designed to meet the needs of all students and to help them achieve the goals set by the Shalom School Board and the Congregations.

Shalom School is supported financially by Congregations Agudath Achim and Mickve Israel, the Savannah Jewish Federation, tuition paid by parents, and funds raised through special events.

A Board of Directors made up of members from each Congregation, the Rabbis of each congregation, both congregational Presidents, and the Principal, governs the school.

Philosophy of Shalom School

Religious education is a partnership between the family, the School and the synagogue.  The school program is designed to enhance the Jewish experience in the home, synagogue, and community. 

 Shalom School promotes an atmosphere where the love of Jewish learning is fostered and passed on to our children by a strong, committed staff, who are eager to share their knowledge and passion for Judaism.

Goals/Objectives of Shalom School

Shalom School will support and strengthen the family’s effort to have a rich Jewish home experience by:

· Inspiring in its students the love of God and Jewish values.

· Developing informed and committed participants in the ”B’rit”, the covenant between God and the Jewish people, as interpreted in historic and contemporary thought.

·  Teaching the observance of celebrations and commemorations of Jewish life and history.

·  Providing opportunities for ethical action.

·  Teaching Hebrew, the spoken language in modern-day Israel and the language of classical Jewish prayer.

·  Instilling a sense of identification with the Jewish people through knowledge of its classical texts and history and a desire for its welfare and survival.

·  Instilling understanding, appreciation, and respect for the diversity of Jewish life.

Requirements

Synagogue Attendance

Regular synagogue attendance is critical to the thoroughness and lasting effectiveness of our program.

By attending Shabbat and Holiday services regularly, our students reap a number of benefits, not the least of which is exposure to Jewish thought and discussion, the sense of unity and purpose that communal prayer inspires, the opportunity to become familiar with the synagogue for Bar or Bat Mitzvah and, perhaps above all, a chance for the family to share a Jewish experience.

Shalom School encourages the following service attendance as a minimum standard for family practice:

Grades Pre-K, K, 1 & 2: 6 services per school year

Grades 3, 4 & 5: 12 services per school year

Grades 6 & 7: 18 services per school year

Friday night and Saturday morning Shabbat services throughout the school year at either synagogue will count toward fulfillment of these standards, as will services held on the Jewish Holidays.  

Attendance at Shabbat or Holiday services at synagogues other than Agudath Achim and Mickve Israel will be counted toward the minimum standard for service.

 Each classroom teacher will keep a record of service attendance.

CONGREGATION MICKVE ISRAEL HAS ESTABLISHED SEPARATE SYNAGOGUE ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR BAR AND BAT MITZVAH, WHICH ARE PRESENTED BELOW (SEE SECTION ON BAR/BAT MITZVAH).

School Attendance 

Students are required to attend a minimum of 80 percent of all classes.  This means that students may have 6 excused absences from Sunday school, 6 excused Midweek Hebrew absences, and two excused absences from monthly classes for grades seven through nine.  If these standards are not met, parents will be contacted to make arrangements for appropriate tutoring or make up work.

Hours and Location

Sundays at Congregation Mickve Israel

Grades preK-9, 9: 30AM – Noon

Midweek Hebrew program at Congregation Agudath Achim

Grades 3-6 : Wednesday 4PM-6PM

We ask that students be on time, as late entrances tend to disrupt the classroom.

Curriculum    
Shalom School teaches both Hebrew and Judaic studies.  Hebrew is taught through seventh grade and includes liturgy and synagogue skills. Our Judaic studies curriculum through grade seven includes Bible, Israel, prayer, history, holidays, tzedakah, contemporary Jewish issues, Jewish current events, ethics and values, and life-cycle events.  Some of these areas are covered with different emphasis and intensity each year while others are assigned only to certain grades.  Music, Art, and Dance are integrated into the program at all grade levels.

 The CHAI Curriculum, developed by the Union for Reform Judaism and used with great success in combined Reform/Conservative religious schools throughout the United States, forms the cornerstone of our instructional program through the eighth grade.  CHAI groups its material according to the three cornerstones of Judaism: Torah, Avodah (worship) and G’milut Chasadim (acts of loving kindness) and combines text learning with classroom- based experiential activities in order to convey to our children those “Enduring Understandings ” of the tenets of Judaism that will stay with them to adulthood and encourage life-long learning.
Our middle school and high school students (grades 7 through 9 this year) meet about two times a month (see calendar), alternating studies and social events. These students take courses in Bible, Jewish history, law, philosophy and ethics, as well as specific modules embracing the Holocaust, comparative religion, Jewish community living, Israel current events, Judaism and the environment, and other subjects. 

Please check our website at www.theshalomschool.com for a more in-depth look at our curriculum, grade by grade, and as an ongoing resource for school activities and progress. You can also contact us at theshalomschool@gmail.com.

Progress Reports

There are no formal report cards; however, parent-teacher conferences are scheduled at the end of the fall and spring semesters to report on your child’s progress.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Confirmation

Bar and Bat Mitzvah & Confirmation at both Congregations are Congregational, not Shalom School, events and their requirements are determined by each Congregation. 

PARENTS SHOULD CONTACT CONGREGATION AGUDATH ACHIM FOR SPECIFIC BAR AND BAT MITZVAH REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO THE CHILDREN OF ITS MEMBERS. 

 CONGREGATION MICKVE ISRAEL BAR/BAT MITZVAH REQUIREMENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Bar/Bat Mitzvah is an important moment in a person’s life, when a Jew agrees to include him/herself in the Jewish mitzvah system.  It is the beginning of adult Jewish life.  The following requirements present major challenges:  one must learn and experience the vital components of Judaism so that he/she will know how to live as a Jew.

I. JEWISH LEARNING

A.
Religious School

A young person must regularly attend Shalom School.

     B. Hebrew

A young person must regularly attend the after-school Hebrew program for four years or have the ability to read Hebrew fluently.

C. The Bar/Bat Mitzvah is expected to continue his/her Jewish education through Confirmation.   

II. WORSHIP

All Bar/Bat Mitzvah candidates will conform to the following requirements:

Grades K, 1 & 2: 6 services per school year (One of the required numbers of services may be at other temples/synagogues.)

Grades 3, 4 & 5: 12 services per school year (Three of the required number of services may be at other temples/synagogues.)

Grades 6 & 7: 18 services per school year (Four of the required number of services may be at other temples/synagogues)

For the purpose of Bar/Bat Mitzvah, High Holy Day services are not included in the total number.   Regular attendance reports will be sent to parents and students.

Kashrut (Dietary Laws)

Kashrut is observed at Congregation Agudath Achim.  Prior to the start of midweek Hebrew classes, snacks are provided for the students.  

No food or drink may be brought to school at Agudath Achim without the prior approval of the Principal. 

Tuition Policy

The Shalom School Board has approved the following procedures and policies.  

1. Tuition for Shalom School may be paid in one or two installments.  You may pay in full or half at registration at the beginning of the school year. If you choose to pay in two installments, the second payment is due January 1st, 2012.

2. Shalom School tuition is discounted for congregants in good standing at Mickve Israel and Agudath Achim.  Since both synagogues provide substantial support for the Shalom School, a small part of your congregational dues offsets the cost of Shalom School tuition.  In order to receive this discount, your dues must be current at your synagogue. 

3. Scholarship application process: 
No student will be denied enrollment into the School due to financial hardship.  However, it is the family’s responsibility to contact the Board President regarding the need for any aid with tuition (scholarship) or change in payment schedule.  Application for scholarship assistance must be made at the beginning of the school year.      An application form will be given to you upon request and must be fully completed in order to apply for scholarship.                                                                                                     If the Board President has not been contacted about special arrangements (scholarship and/or change in payment schedule) and payments toward tuition have not been made at the start of the school year, your child (ren) may be denied admission into Shalom School.

4. 10 hours of Bar and Bat Mitzvah lessons are provided to students who where fully enrolled in Shalom School for the previous years.  Another 10 hours are provided to students who commit to enroll up to 8th grade.  Their tuition must be current, their synagogue dues must be paid, and the student and his or her family must make a commitment to study at the Shalom School through Confirmation.  If a student is new to Shalom School (two years or less) and requires Bar/Bat Mitzvah lessons, the parent(s) also must sign a letter of intent to keep the child in school through his/her respective (AA or CMI) Confirmation program, and will be asked to pay a portion of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah tutoring fee.  The School must approve all tutoring prior to beginning lessons.  If approval is not obtained, the parent will be responsible for paying the tutor.

Tuition Fees; Schedule

Sunday ONLY Program (Grades preK through 6)
           $410     

9:30AM-Noon

Full Program (Grades 3 through 6)



$880   

Sunday 9:30AM- Noon

Wednesday 4PM-6PM

7thGrade Program






$785   

9:30 AM- Noon, one Sunday a month + social events

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutoring (10 hours)

8th and 9th Grade Programs




$610   

9:30 AM- Noon, one Sunday a month + social events

Shalom School for parents                                                    $60

FACULTY PHONE NUMBERS


Principal


 Eva Locker
           224-4617

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten   Michelle Allan

             (865)414-8602

First Grade            
Teresa Victor                                        354-2012

Second Grade
Amanda Barker
756-4070
Third Grade
Penny Breslow
920-0290

      Estelle Rosenfeld
898-7557

Fourth Grade
Gabriel Kaunitz                             (704)408-7854
Fifth Grade
Daniel Skidmore-Hess
354-5343
Sixth Grade
Deganit Ruben
598-4238
Music
Holly Lloyd                                    (912)489-8128
Dance
      Maxine Patterson
352-3156
    Art




       Kayla Goldberg                             (303)475-0383
    Special Aid                                           Ayelet Beeri                                   (814)321-4374

    Shalom School for parents                Jules and Phoebe Kerness               897-9544
MIDWEEK HEBREW SCHOOL TEACHERS

Third Grade                                    Michelle Allan                                (865)414-8602

   Fifth Grade                                      Penny Breslow                                920-0290
Sixth Grade                                      Amanda Baker                                756-4070
   Special Aid                                       Danit Bornstein
                       657-2451

HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS

Seventh Grade                   Herbert Victor                354-2012                Eighth/Ninth Grades                          Melinda Stein                           598-8090 Special event                                           Lonnie Breslow
      920-0290
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